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President’s Column- March 2007 
 
 
The second annual conference is now behind us and already plans for 
the third conference are in the works.    Although not quite like painting 
the Golden Gate Bridge, organizing an event of this size does require a 
considerable amount of work.   Since its establishment last year, the 
conference committee has been committed to providing the best 
possible educational and social event. 
 
The results of the committee’s efforts have been encouraging despite a 
few bumps along the way.   Experiments with format and content are 
ongoing.    Many of our sister chapters have had tremendous success 
over many years, if not decades, in providing quality conferences.   
Since “reinventing the wheel” is not necessary for many aspects of a 
conference, committee members have incorporated some features of 
these conferences into ours.    
 
Attendees’ feedback sheets have a great deal of importance.   In fact, 
data gathered from these responses helps generate an outline that is the 
framework for the future.  Having no real traditions or established 
practices allows the committee to explore and innovate with the hope 
that our conference will be a unique educational experience. 
 
The “cracker barrel” format from this year is a perfect example of this 
philosophy at work.   Rotating from one vendor kiosk to another to 
obtain educational credit has been done before in New York but on a 
very limited basis.  Taking into consideration comments on the 
feedback sheets, it appears that an expanded, and hopefully improved, 
version will be a feature at next year’s event.   
 
The committee does not “shut the door” after reviewing the feedback 
sheets.  Anyone interested in offering a constructive opinion need only 
contact a chapter officer via email or in person at one of the bi-monthly 
meetings.   After all, this is the signature event of the chapter and should 
incorporate ideas proposed by the members.   With some fine tuning, 
the conference could become one of the better events of its kind in the 
state.  That, at least, is our goal. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Neal J. Smith, 
President 
 
 
 
 

Next bimonthly Meeting - 

Date:  April 19, 2007          

New Location:  Barbagallo’s 
6344 East Molloy Rd, East Syracuse  

Time: 12:00 (lunch)Cost $15.00 

Topic: Elevator Inspections (2 hours)  

Speaker: Dan Winslow from CNY 

Elevator Consultants 

In Service Credit Hours: 2 

Visit our website for new information  

along with 2007 paid membership 

list: www.nysboc.com   

 
NYSBOC Merchandise for sale,  
will be available at the April 19th 
meeting 
Shirts  $27 
Hats    $15 
Bags   $20 
CEO Patches  $3 
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*  The Central Chapter would like to congratulate 
Phyllis Radke, the winner of the “Vendor Visit Stamp” 
door prize won at our 2nd Annual Conference.  Phyllis 
won the GPS Navigation System.  She is from the City 
of Ithaca. 
*  I.C.C. Final Action Hearing-May 21-26, 2007 in 
Rochester. You must be registered to be a voting 
member.  
*  NYSBOC State Chapter Annual Conference is Sept. 
9, 10,11, 2007 at the Poughkeepsie Grande Hotel.  
www.nysboc.net 
*  Due to an increase with the State NYSBOC 
membership dues, out Central Chapter will need to 
increase our dues for 2008 to $50 for an Active 
Member and $80 for an Associate Member. 
*  Deadlines to submit information in the NYSBOC 
State Chapter building log is March 31, 2007.  
www.nysboc.net  
 

NYSBOC Scholarships Available 

 
“JERRY ST.HILAIRE CENTRAL CHAPTER 

SCHOLARSHIP” 

is now available on our website at www.nysboc.com or 

contact Jim Conlon, jconlon@townofdewitt.com. 

 
NYSBOC STATE CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP: 
 
Available at www.nysboc.net 
 
 


